
To express our understanding about 
what it means to be human (versus 

an AI), we’ve been working on 
Zines.  Zines are mini-books that 

can be easily copied and 
distributed so that all the world can 

read them. 
In May and June, our Zines are 
focused on human senses and 

experiences.  For example, what 
types of joy, anger, or excitement 
are ignited by our sense of sight? 

Another Zine asks students to 
create a HOW-TO Guide for 

something only a human can do. So 
far, their Zine titles include: How to 
Get Over Being Rejected;  How to 

Have a Good Conversation; How to 
Pick the Perfect Birthday Gift; and 

How to Impress your teacher. 
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For our unit on AI vs Human Creativity,  
we’ve been learning how Artificial 

Intelligence gathers its information. 

  Rather than generating new ideas, it 
steals from human writers, artists, 
filmmakers, and singers without 

permission.  Using code, it breaks 
down their creations into smaller 

parts: like words, pixels, and sounds.  
Next, based on what humans ask it, AI 
predicts the groups of words, pixels, 

or sounds you want to see or hear 
next.  There is nothing inside AI- no 
soul, no consciousness…just code. 

So instead of stealing artists work, we 
are learning about their lives, their 

inspirations, and their styles. We are 
then creating our own versions of 

their work based on what we’ve come 
to know about them.   

For example, in May we learned about 
the famous NYC artist Keith Haring.  

Students have been making his wildly 
colorful and creative figures along 

with his super intricate backgrounds. 
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During the 2025-26 school year, students 

dove deeply into two important issues: 
Animal Rights and AI vs. Human Creativity.  

They created an impressive number of 
projects to show their understanding and 
promote positive change.  These included 

films, paintings, games, shirts, buttons, 
sculptures, puppet shows, songs, 

podcasts, and presentations.     
For our Animal Rights Celebration, all this 

great work came together to convince 
elementary school students to think 

differently about the food they eat, the 
beauty supplies they use, and how they 

get their entertainment.  This event, along 
with the content they published on our 
social media channels, allowed middle 
schoolers to experience what authentic 
social activism feels like.  Stay tuned for 
the 2025-26 Tech Cafe Highlight Reel, 
where you’ll see the students above 

reflecting on their year.  Scan below for all 
our Highlight Reels: 
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